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Module 12 – Discussion 
1. What are the four goals of the Federal Health IT Strategic Plan?
The strategic plan comprises up to four distinct goals, which serve as a framework for achieving each of the specific and general objectives of the United States (U.S.) healthcare sector (Health IT, 2020). The first goal involves advancing person-centered, as well as self-managed health. The second goal is to transform both the delivery of health care and community health. The third goal of the strategic plan revolves around fostering innovation, research, and scientific knowledge. The fourth and final goal involves enhancing the health IT infrastructure of the nation. In particular, goals and one and two seek to fulfill the objectives of empowering health care consumers and caregivers and improving the quality and access of care, respectively. Likewise, the third and fourth goals serve as a guide to increasing the usability of advanced or high-quality electronic health services and associated and protecting people’s privacy and security of any forms of electronic health information, respectively.
2. What health policies and standardization need to be in place to make it happen?
One of the policies necessary for accomplishing the four goals of the strategic plan includes governance, as well as interoperability of the exchange of health information. In essence, ONC works with all the responsible stakeholders, including service providers, to ensure health information follows patients, regardless of location and time. Another policy involves care transformation, with the ONC providing the much-needed strategic, in addition to expertise direction needed by players to transform and optimize health care through the use of IT (ONC, 2018). Moreover, privacy and security remain a central policy as ONC prioritizes the development of patient trust when it comes to the use of health data because this is a prerequisite for interoperability.
Besides the policies briefly described above, the HHS enforces a variety of laws or acts, such as the HIPAA, ACA, and HITECH Act, which, in turn, form the basis for the standardization of health IT. For instance, through HIPAA, the HHS has established national standards that govern electronic care transactions (Health IT, 2019). Some of the standardizations enforced under the HIPAA Administrative Simplification Rules (HASRs) include the National Provider Identifier Standard, Transactions and Code Set Standards, as well as the Employer Identifier, Standard. 
3. What are the most recent activities from the Health IT Policy Committee and the Health IT Standards Committee?
Currently, there is no planned or active workgroup in the Health IT Policy Committee. Most importantly, the December 16, 2015 meeting saw the committee approve “Challenges and Barriers to Interoperability Report.” The Health IT Standards Committee places a great deal of emphasis on the various recommendations developed and presented by the HITSC. Regarding the most recent undertaking, the committee does not have any active workgroups. However, on February 7, 2017, the committee convened a meeting that resulted in the approval of Phase II recommendations developed by the Interoperability Standards Advisory Task Force. These recommendations were desired to update and improve the ISA.
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